The lysine analog L-oxalysine is an inhibitor of RNA synthesis.
1. The lysine analog L-4-oxalysine was found to be a potent inhibitor of RNA synthesis in Candida albicans. 2. The compound was a weak inhibitor of protein synthesis and DNA synthesis was not affected. 3. The inhibition of RNA synthesis was reversed by L-lysine but not D-lysine. 4. The decrease in the level of newly synthesized RNA in cells treated with L-oxalysine was due to inhibition of de novo synthesis rather than to degradation of RNA.